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Using the CaBA Data Package

Accessing Data for 
Water Resource Management
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Do we have enough water resources to meet the demand?

Investigate the catchment water balance using the Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy

• CAMS Water Resource Availability

• CAMS Reliability 

Natural flow – EFI = water available for abstraction

Abstractions vs. discharges

Groundwater & surface water
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Water Resource Availability 

at 4 different flow levels
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CAMS Reliability
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Source

Where does our water come from?

How are our water resources 

distributed?

Where can they be enhanced?
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Rainfall – long-term 

average shows distribution 

across catchment
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EEA climate change 

predictions for changes in 

rainfall – available online
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Landcover– can be 

used to estimate 

evapotranspiration
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Soil type – can be 

used to indicate best 

areas for recharge
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NFM - Improve 

recharge with leaky 

ponds/soil structure. 
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NFM – Tree planting results 

in less infiltration and 

increased evapotranspiration.
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Pathways
How does water travel through the system?

How quickly does it travel through the 

system?

Is the groundwater vulnerable to pollution?
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Water management systems –

can impact water quality and how 

water moves through system
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Thickness of glacial deposits 

under top soil – determines how 

long it takes for water to percolate 

into aquifer below
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Aquifer classification – tells you if 

flow is through fractures (fast) or 

matrix (slower) and how productive 

the aquifer is (volume of storage)
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Groundwater vulnerability – shows 

where aquifers are at most risk. 

Significant soluble rocks indicates 

karst (fast flow)
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Receptors

Where does water end up?

Where do we abstract water?

Where are there significant water 

management issues?
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Rivers, wetlands, coast
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Abstractions data available 

to CaBA partners – gives 

quantity of abstractions and 

breakdown of sectors
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Source protection 

zones – show areas 

of recharge around 

abstraction points
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WFD Groundwater –

quantitative classification
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Reasons for Not Achieving 

Good – low flows in rivers
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Enrich understanding with local data

Enough info for a simple conceptual model to understand the water resources environment and 

potential issues/opportunities

Then challenge and refine the catchment scale understanding with local data

We will be running a webinar soon with a more detailed 
breakdown of the data & evidence available for water 
resources – keep an eye out on the CaBA website!




